
 
Dear Friend and Partner in Ministry,

Our Christian story begins in the book of Genesis: the spirit of God hovered over
the chaos, and then God said, “Let there be light.” Our challenge today is to
support the light and walk in it…together.

No doubt about it--times are a-changin’. During this blossoming of Springtime and
the celebration of resurrection in this Easter season, we feel confident that God sees
and blesses us.

In our Province of Africa, we continue to welcome women into our congregation.
We will soon number 100 sisters. With you supporting us, that will mean for each
year, a century of transformation through the work God continues to invite us to.
We are so blessed to share in your commitment to a better world for all. 

I am edified by your loyalty. Whether including us as beneficiaries in a donor
advised fund, listing us in your will, or sharing occasionally from the daily blessings
God bestows on you, your financial support builds a fruitful future. Many of our
young students have now entered adulthood, carrying their discipline and moral
character into society; our SSND charism continues through them. The maternity
clinic in Ghana has given countless children a healthy start and the possibility of a
long life. Through our outreach program in Kenya, orphaned children experience
the love and care they will need to pass on to their own children. Your help in
providing our Sisters continuing education makes us adaptable and capable to move
into whatever ministry God calls us to next. Your love and caring impacts not just
the present but continues to transform the future. 

Be assured of our grateful prayer for you. It takes all of us to build the hope and
right relationships that anchor God’s peace in our world. We Sisters are so blessed
to receive your encouragement in a tangible way.

May God grant you great joy in the promise that He is among us still.

Sister Mary 
Development Director for the Province of Africa
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THE NEED:

Nigeria is the sixth most populous nation in the world. It also leads the world in the number of
out-of-school children: more than eighteen million. UNICEF reports that two out of three
Nigerian children lack the basic needs of quality education, health, and protection. Each of these
needs impacts the others. This chart draws some interesting comparisons.

 
 
 
   

Nigeria United States

Population

242 Million – 6
largest worldwide –
Growing through
greater fertility rate of
Islam’s practice of
polygamy

th

345 million – 3
largest worldwide –
Growing through
international
migration

rd

% Catholic

45% identify as
Christian  –  10% of
these are Catholic 
(29 million)
51% Muslim 

65% identify as
Christian -- 20% of
these Catholic, but
only 13% actively
practice
(44 million)

Catholic
Schools

649 elementary
384 secondary
300 Thousand
students

5,400 elementary
1,200 high schools
169 million students

Replacing Lagos as the capital
city, made Abuja one of the
youngest and fastest-growing
cities in all of Africa. Working
families migrate to the city from
every region of Nigeria.

Abuja has become a more
centrally located hub for
employment, especially in
government, construction, and
services. 

Nigerian Catholic schools have
a strong reputation for
discipline, academic rigor, and
moral formation instilled in
part by dedicated missionaries.

Notre Dame Shalom School
addresses the need for good
education and also the childcare
issue for working parents,
allowing mothers to enter the
work force to earn additional
salary to support the family.

Abuja Students Start School. Why It Matters 

Fruit Day fun activitySerious focus



THE IMPACT:

Nigerian Catholic schools have a strong reputation for discipline, academic rigor, and moral
formation instilled in great part by dedicated missionaries. Notre Dame Shalom School provides
several additional important benefits:

addresses the childcare issue for working parents. With the children safe at school, mothers can
enter the work force to earn a necessary second salary. 

Abuja has no dominant ethnic group; it is a city of many languages. Structured learning at an
early age helps students learn the official language: English. This single skill of learning a
common language provides equity for all who live in the city. 

invests in long-term community stability and coexistence by serving Christian and Muslim
families alike. The trusted values-based environment encourages kindness, respect, and
responsibility. These skills foster social trust, peace building, and cross-cultural friendships in a
city with diverse cultures, beliefs, and practices. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY: 

The School Sisters of Notre Dame first ventured into Africa in the 1970s at the request of Pope
Paul VI, who encouraged religious congregations to send 5% of their members to help evangelize the
world. In 2022, the Most Reverend Ignatius Kaigama, Archbishop of Abuja, recognizing our strong
tradition in education, warmly welcomed us to the archdiocese to help shape and transform the lives
of a new generation in the region and beyond.

Inspired by our foundress, Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger, we continue to serve where the need is
greatest, with special attention to girls and women. Through your generosity and partnership in our
mission, we grow, mature, and give praise to the Lord through our ministries.

 

And the raffle winner of the 2025 Quilt is… 

Congratulations to Dale and Mary Ellen who write: 

“Winning the raffle prize was quite a shock, but a greater
shock was the quality and beauty of the quilt created by
Sister Josephine. The School Sisters of Notre Dame are

wonderful.”   

Although Abuja is safer than many northern
states, the region still suffers insecurity because of
the Islamic Jihadist group, Boko Haram, in nearby
states. The terrorism creates an influx of displaced
families and rising crime associated with migration
and inequality. Unlike the more unstable northern
states, Abuja offers stronger infrastructure, better
access to teachers, and clearer regulatory pathways.

Schools in the region need strong security
protocols, controlled access points, and trained
caregivers. For these reasons we want to install
solar panels, not only for the typical electricity
needs of a school and convent, but particularly for
security lighting of the premises. New students enjoy their new school
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Sister Josephine Niemann, SSND has extended her ministry
of teaching art in Sierra Leone by producing years of art for
the Province of Africa fundraising. 

For this 2026 raffle year, the quilt in process has rows of pink,
black and white blocks that vary in size, creating a rhythm
almost like lace. Look for chances in our summer newsletter.
Sister Josephine’s attitude is “Gratitude. This has been such a
fulfilling ministry for me, using the art talent God gave me
while filling a real need that also connects me again to SSND
in Africa. I thank God!”  

The Hands Behind the Quilts for Africa

Her first raffle gift for the Province of Africa in
2002 was a beautiful, quadruple Irish chain,
watercolor quilt. Her sister helped with the
quilting; the winner sent this photo of it on her
bed. The second year she adapted a Trip Around
the World pattern to include an enlarged block
of a rose print. Each year after that, rather than
using a traditional pattern, she created her own
designs. Her sister died in 2017, so Sister Josephine now does
the hand quilting herself. She enjoys the process; “It lends
itself  so well to reflection.” 
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