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Dear Friends in Mission,

Our entire existence is a journey towards God. We are called
ever anew to go on an inner journey, the pilgrimage of the
heart as we journey with Christ on a path of growth and
transformation.

Confidently waiting for the Lord allows us to find comfort and
courage in the dark moments of our lives. This liturgical season
reminds us that God is present in the history of humanity to
lead it to its ultimate goal which is the Lord Jesus Christ. God
is present in history of humanity, in spite of the extreme
poverty, division, injustice, wars, violence and destruction of
our environment we are experiencing.

May our gaze be totally focused on the Christ Star that led the
Magi to the manger. As we celebrate the birth of Christ, we
pray together with Blessed Theresa that “May the divine child,
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Jesus, at whose crib we have laid all the wishes of our hearts, fulfill in the new year of grace, whatever

serves his honor and glory.” (MT #2773)

In West Africa farmers are finishing the harvesting of rice! The Harvest Season reminds us to count our
blessings and be thankful. We rejoice and give thanks to God for our life, our mission, and for each of
you. May our gracious God pour into our hearts, comfort, peace and joy as we give thanks for God’s
abundant blessings throughout this year. Along with God’s blessing, you are the power behind what we
do. As you are able, we ask that you continue to remember us with your financial support. You are always

included in our prayers!

Frangipani Flower

In this Good News from Africa meet our newly professed Sisters.
The annual quilt insert celebrates the artistic talents of Sr.
Josephine who served in Sierra Leone. Please join in the Great
News African Quilt Raffle. With this update we invite you to follow
the work of the 93 SSNDs ministering in the Province of Africa as
shared on our website at www.africassnd.org.




Celebrating the Newly Professed School Sisters of Notre Dame

We are happy to share with you the celebration of Profession of Vows for the nine women who became School
Sisteers of Notre Dame on December 9, 2024. Seven of these Sisters are from the Province of Africa and will
be joining us in community and ministry in the New Year. They are a wonderful gift to us!

Marcellar Chepkemoi (Kenya) Emily Khalenya Munasia, (Kenya) Satomi Nishiwaki (Japan) Marycynthia Orjiakor (Nigeria)
Emilia Viviane Ferreira Porfirio (Brazil) Margaret Isata Rogers (Sierra Leone) Valarie Cherotich Rotich (Kenya)
Comfortmary Mbalumun Tor (Nigeria) Theresa George Umoh (Nigeria)

School Construction Projects underway. . .

Blessed Theresa Educational Center Notre Dame Shalom School
Nyalienga, Kenya Abuja, Nigeria

The Early Childhood Development Education In the words of Mother Theresa “If the dear God
(ECDE)of Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger Education wants to call something into life, God also always
Center opened in January 2024. The children and gives the means for that to happen”. Construction
their parents are grateful for the opportunity to be workers have completed the plastering of Notre
enrolled and for the wholistic education they are Dame Shalom School and convent, windows and
receiving. July 26,2024 was the groundbreaking for doors have been fixed and the roofing is finished.
the first three classrooms for the adjoining primary Much work remains to be done inside as well as the
school. The Council are grateful to all those who outside landscaping. More funds are needed to be
support the project and look for additional donors. able to open the School for the 2025-2026 school

year.




Celebrating Perpetual Vows and 50th Anniversary
April 21, 2024 Jubilee celebration/50th Anniversary of SSND Presence in Sierra Leone

August 10, 2024 Perpetual vows of Sr Beatrice Chepng’eno and Jubilee celebration/
50th anniversary of SSND Presence in Kenya

October 26,2024  Perpetual vows of Sr Emelia Ayambire and Jubilee celebration/
50th anniversary of SSND Presence in Ghana

December 7, 2024 Perpetual vows of Sr Esther Bassey and Jubilee celebration/
50th anniversary of SSND Presence in Nigeria

We celebrate our sisters who planted and sustained our charism on the continent of Africa all these years.
May we keep up their good work of living and witnessing to the fullness of God’s love.

Congratulations Sisters

Sr. Beatrice Chepng’eno Sr. Esther Bassey

Recent Graduates

Sr. Norah Anne Oyagi’s Sr. Petronilla Lumati Doctoral
graduation from Strathmore graduation from the
Business School, Kenya Oblate School of Theology, USA
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Our gift to you this Christmas is our prayer for Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in your hearts, in your
family, in your neighborhood and in our world. Your special prayer requests may be listed on the top
flap of the enclosed return envelope. All the SSNDs of the African Province will be praying with you

through the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple on February 2nd, 2025.
Thank you for your generosity. End of Year gifts are also deeply appreciated!

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year of health and prosperity in 2025!



