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To Our Partners in Mission,

In this Good News from Africa, we invite you to be a part of our Advent Prayer. Meet 
our Sisters in Leadership in the Province as well as the new General Leadership Team 
in Rome.  Sr. Frances Okafor shares her visit to the US.  The annual quilt insert 
celebrates the artistic talents of Sr. Josephine who served in Sierra Leone. Please join in 
the Great News African Quilt Raffle. We invite you to follow the work of the 93 SSND 
ministering in our Province of Africa as shared on our website at www.africassnd.org.

We congratulate and thank Srs. 
Oyin-oza Asishana, Provincial, 

and Srs Antoinette Cornelius and 
Dawida Krzempek , Provincial 
Councilors  for another term of 

service in leadership.      

There is so much for which to be thankful. In the spirit of giving thanks, 
let us realize this time of Advent as an opportunity to praise God for the 
beauty of life and for the many blessings we have enjoyed.  As we 
approach the end of 2023 we stand in gratitude for God’s goodness and 
protection of each of us. We are particularly grateful for your generosity 
in partnering with us in our mission and ministry in the schools, clinics, 
pastoral and social centers where we serve.  
                                      
This year in the Province of Africa, we have seen seven young women 
begin their Novitiate.  There are an additional 12 young women in initial 
formation in the postulancy.  God has blessed us with wonderful new life 
and it is our responsibility to give these women the very best preparation 
for religious life.  

As the number of Sisters increases our ministries continue to grow in number and intensity.  There are 
now 23 communities of SSND’s living and praying together, supporting each other in their lives of 
service and ministry to God’s people.

Having reached another Season of Holiday Celebrations, we take this opportunity to thank each of you for 
the ways you reach out to our SSND ministry in Africa. Through you, we have been able to reach out to 
many, alleviate some pain and suffering, give hope and share life and God’s love. May God continue to bless 
your efforts, bless your families and those you care about as you continue to support our SSND mission.

The growth of the congregation in Africa is truly God’s work!  As you are able, we ask that you continue to 
remember us with your financial support.  Along with God’s blessing, you are the power behind what we do.  
You are always included in our prayers!
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School Sisters of Notre Dame Elect International Leadership Team and Set Future Direction. The theme 
of the Chapter was “Living into a prophetic witness of universal communion.” Schwester M. Dominica Mi-
chalke was elected general superior at the chapter. She will work with a team of four elected general councilors: 
Sister Mary Kerber, general councilor/vicar; Sister Carolyn Anyega, general councilor; Sister Christine Garcia, 
general councilor; and Sester M. Martina Radež, general councilor. The newly elected general council members 
will begin their six-year term when they are installed on 20 January 2024, at the Generalate in Rome, Italy.

The Call and Acts of the 25th General Chapter, which set the 
direction for the congregation for the next six years, was the 
result of a year-long congregation wide consultation before the 
Chapter and intense dialogue and prayerful reflection during the 
Chapter. The Call and Acts will be shared on the congregational 
website when all translations have been completed. The newly 
elected general council will lead the congregation in implementing 
the Spirit-inspired direction set by the Chapter members.

The School Sisters of Notre Dame is an international congregation 
of more than 1,800 women religious in 27 countries. Their mission, 
to deepen communion with God and among all people, is lived out 
in ministries focused on education. They educate with a world vision believing that the world can be changed 
through the transformation of persons. The congregation, founded on October 24, 1833, by Blessed M. Theresa 
of Jesus Gerhardinger in Bavaria, recently celebrated its 190th anniversary. For more information, visit the inter-
national website www.gerhardinger.org

Future Direction of the Congregation
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The Chapter Delegates were privileged to have an audience with Pope Francis.



Our gift to you this Christmas is our prayer for Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in 
your hearts, in your family, in your neighborhood and in our world. Your special 
prayer requests may be listed on the top flap of the enclosed return envelope. All 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame of the African Province will be praying with you 
through the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple on February 2nd 2024. 
Each year our Christmas appeal is for the education of our African SSNDs. Thank 
you for your generosity. End of Year gifts are also deeply appreciated! 

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year of health and prosperity in 2024!
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